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INTRODUCTION


The struggles of the people of the world are in part the same no matter what nation you come from. They are not unique between the western and eastern world, and they do not end where geographic borders begin. The plight of man is a common thread, which connects us all, and dysfunctional nationalism is one of the few things, which is holding the world back from creating a world wide governing body, which would address the concerns, which are common to everyone. 



When there is not one nation or body, which can act as an arbiter, a mediator, and force of justice, the interaction between peoples and nations becomes violent. The history of the world points to two devastating global wars. These wars stretched across the Earth and will imprint their memory upon the time line of humanity. 


The United Nations has become the focal point of both praise and criticism. It is the point where people who have no other place to hang their grievances go to seek any form of justice. It is also an organization, which has become deeply rooted, in our national and worldwide conscious. It is a common thought. 


The economic disparity and social consequences of such is becoming more prevalent both at home and around the world. Despite serious efforts to counter the monetary and economic problems around the world, there still exists a barrier between the established economies and those, which wish to participate. 


The changes necessary to make the United Nations and its governing arms an effective force will not be easy, as the road to change will require those currently in power to relinquish some of that power for the betterment of all the people. These kinds of changes are done by winning over those in power  by the persuasiveness of ideas. 


Given the dire consequence of remaining in a world without a true force of justice, one that can fight off the tyranny of tradition, we risk repeating the mistakes of the past. The nations of the world, the peoples of those nations, must agree that tradition and previous status cannot bind us to mistakes of the past. 

HISTORY OF THE UNITED NATIONS

League of Nations


In the same vein as the current United Nations, its predecessor, The League of Nations (League), was built around the outcome and turmoil of a world war. The face of war had scared the people of the world into needing a body, which would help address problems between nations before they became full blown conflicts. As seen by the very framework of the convents
 and treaties
, which created the League, the nations involved were foremost concerned with preventing another world war.


The League was organized much like the present day United Nations, it consisted of a Secretariat, Assembly, and the Permanent Court of International Justice as well as the International Labour Organization and the Health Organization
, both of which were later consumed by the United Nations. 


The difficulties of the League became soon apparent, as even though Woodrow Wilson was a strong supporter of the League, the Treaty of Versailles was never ratified
 by the United States Senate, and as such, the United States failed to become a major or minor participate in the League.
 Without the threat of economic sanctions by the relevant economic players, such as the United States, the potential economic power of the league was stifled.


With the rise of Hitler and the pending war between European countries, the fate of the League was dismal. The League fell apart during the beginning of World War II and was not able to prevent the rise of Germany or its occupation of Poland and France. World War II and its conclusion brought forth a new international body structure, which would have the approval of the relevant players of the day. 

United Nations


After the collapse of the League of Nations and the ending of World War II, a new international body was needed to help pick up where The League left off, as well as start a second attempt at preventing yet another world war. This time the new United Nations had the backing of all the relevant super powers
 of the day, including the United States.


The United Nations is organized into six (currently five
 are active) distinct organs
 of which its business is done. Each organ has a unique mission and opportunity to shape the functional effects of the United Nations. Within each organ lay the power to create sub organs and committees to create a more effective governing entity. 



The main legislative type body of the United Nations is the General Assembly. The General Assembly consists of representation of every member country
 and designated non-voting observers. Its mission is to oversee the general budget of the United Nations and create subsidiary organs, which provide for the work and human welfare efforts that characterize the United Nations. Resolutions from the General Assembly are not binding with the force of law under the UN Charter, but the assembly may call attention to issues that is “likely to endanger international peace and security.”
 


The primary judicial organ of the United Nations is the International Court of Justice, which was created by the charter
 to solve disputes between member nations and become the arbiter of justice. It was formerly known as the Permanent Court of Justice under the League of Nations but the function of the court has remained the same.  The Court is not the same as the International Criminal Court, which is a separate entity, outside of the mandate of the United Nations. The courts do however maintain a working relationship.
 


The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations is the organ, which is charged with promoting the economic and social unity that is necessary for establishing a lasting peace between nations. The Economic and Social Council currently consists of 54 members
, of which all are elected by the General Assembly. The Council also provides access to the subsidiary organs
 and partner organizations, which contribute to the unity in economic decisions around the world. 


Some of the most important subsidiaries and partners are the World Health Organization and the World Bank. The World Health Organization is a subsidy that looks to promote the health of the world through the function of the United Nations. The World Bank, and its arms, help regulate the flow of currency throughout the commercial world. 


The Economic and Social Council also promotes research and statistic collection for dispersement to the world
. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNESCO, is an agency which helps promote peace through education of nations, and the agencies programs have helped many nations become modernized through education. 


The executive organ the United Nations is that of the Secretariat
. The Secretariat is to act as the voice of the United Nations. Being lead through its chief officer, the Secretary General, the Secretariat is able to carry out the mediation of relations between member nations. The world arbiter
 is also supposed to be free of influence from the member nations. The Secretary General is also able to call on the Security Council to address issues that pose a threat to the peace of the world.   


The most import and powerful organ of the United Nations is the Security Council. It alone has the power to enforce its decisions through the force of international law
. With the ability to create Security Council resolutions, it can help mitigate disagreements and conflicts between countries. The Security Council consists of five permanent members
 and ten non-permanent members
. The five permanent members have singular veto power over any Security Council Resolution. With that power, they can block adoption of any regulation proposed, however they are not able to stop debate on a resolution with their veto power. 


This power was designed to entice the largest nations and those which helped end the war a chance not to give away complete sovereignty to the United Nations, as they would never be forced into a resolution against their will or the will of their people. 


The Security Council is responsible for using their resolutions to help promote the peace between nations. The powers that are at their discretion are that of economic sanction, social sanction, as well as direct military intervention, though the use of United Nations peace keeping forces.
 

SUCCESS IN THE UNITED NATIONS

Social and Educational Programs


The United Nations has developed many programs that increase educational opportunities and social awareness throughout the world. The success of these programs can be seen in the amount of change they affect worldwide. Social equality is now a reality within our lifetimes because of the United Nations programs including the World Health Organization, UNICEF and UNESCO, as well as overall goal of reducing and eliminating aids through education and prevention. 


The World Health Organization has helped create a trend more global equality in health. The United Nations has helped reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS within Africa
. The Organization was also in part responsible for the eradication of smallpox from the Earth.
 Through education and inoculation, one of the world's deadliest diseases was eliminated from the global health concern.  


The vaccination programs offered by the World Health Organization have been instrumental in saving lives across the globe, especially in poverty stricken nations. Without the programs and leadership of the United Nations and its organs, it would be easy to imagine a world where diseases were more common and more deadly. 

Promotion of Market Economics 


The United Nations, through its organs and agencies, has oft promoted the workings of a market-based economy. It has helped extend the reach of normal capitalism from a few swaths of countries to the dominant economic engine around the world. When a few countries are able to wield control of world markets, the poverty gap is widened and the standard of livings of the people in the no controlling countries are lowered. Without education and monitoring, the ability to create a modern global economy is beyond the reach of the world nations.
 Worldwide trade, education and policy management is a key necessity of free and fair trade. When fair trade occurs, both parties will benefit. 


An important specialized agency of the United Nations, the International Monetary Fund, promotes the stabilization of currencies and exchanges rates through cooperation through its members. Member nations of the agency are able to meet within a forum to discuss relevant financial and economic policy. It also is able to give partial and temporal relief to ailing nations that are struggling through hard economic times.
 The International Monetary Fund has helped keep smaller, poverty stricken nations afloat with conditional loans
 that help shape their economies to match successful ones around the world. They also share their research on monetary policy with member nations and promote a unified system of global trade.


Along with the IMF, the World Bank is another forum and agency which helps regulate economies of the world and promote trade. The promotion of trade has helped expand global production and per capita increases in productivity
 since the organizations were chartered. 


The promotion of markets includes the labor market, and the United Nations special agency devoted to worldwide labor concerns is the International Labour Organization. The most visible success of this agency is the reduction in child labor. As of 2004, the percentage of child labor in harsh working conditions has been decreased by nearly 25%
 from four years previous. 


The reduction of child labor is an example of the progress of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals being targeted by its agencies. Child labor is being reduced because of the work for increased access to universal primary education. When children are to learn, they are no longer as eager to participate in substandard working conditions for meager wages. The actions of the International Labour Organization is reducing child labor exploitation is a clear success of the current structure of the United Nations. 


War Prevention



Perhaps the best example of the United Nations is has successfully kept the world from a complete conflict. Even though there have been wars between countries, or even conflicts between member nations, the scourge that was the two World Wars has been avoided.
 This, as the very charter of the United Nations indicates, is the ultimate goal of the United Nations. As an ultimate goal, this goal has so far been achieved. 


Nations that are ability to discuss their issues in an open forum are less likely to end discussions with military action. While war in and of itself has not been eliminated, the number of aggressive actions against member nations has reduced since the charter of United Nations was signed.


The 'blue helmet' force, the United Nations internal peace keeping force, has promoted an effective peace keeping ability since their inception. There are currently 16 peacekeeping missions
 which help control aggression throughout civil war infested nations and territories. This force is not an active military, and as such is only passive enforcement 


Since peace keeping is the primary goal of the United Nations, it should be expected that it would consume a large portion of the budget. Of all of the peacekeeping missions ever authorized by the Security Council, the entire budget allocated to the missions has been approximately $54 Billion over 60 years.
 This efficiency is a great success for the United Nations. 

FAILURES OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Declining World Opinion


Part of the appeal of a worldwide body to address problems and fix grievousness is the political power that the body wields. In past, the United Nations was seen as a fair and just arbiter of the issues concerning the many nations of the world. Times have changed both in the western culture as well as the Arabic nations. The United Nations has lost
 some of the appeal it had in the past, especially among the Western Culture, including the United States
. 


Worldwide opinion of the effectiveness and power that the United Nations, most notably in the Arabic
 or Muslim nations
 has also declined recently. The current view is that because the funding is directly tied to nations like the United States
, they will never get a just result, and as such have a very strong opinion is disfavor of the United Nations. 


With corruption
 in the oil for food
 program amount countless other scandals
 being fresh in the minds of people throughout the world, the credibility of the organs of the United Nations. The corruption that has been seen by the world population has tarnished the name and the ability of the leadership of the United Nations to generate good will and interest in causes to which merit concern. As the majority of the power of the United Nations General Assembly comes from being able to have populations that will take on the missions it defines, the effectiveness of the General Assembly is also diminished. Given that problem, the idea that people or countries can come to the assembly or even an forum is starting to fade. 


Without a changing of the old guard, the perception that the United Nations has become a corrupt body will likely not fade from western minds. Changing the internal workings of the United Nations and giving the effective ability for its organs and arms to enforce its decisions and missions is a necessary predicate to changing the perception of a corrupt administrative culture. Until this happens, the effectiveness of the United Nations will never return to its former good history
. 

Lack of Judicial enforcement


Almost every modern system of government has both a legislative body, an enforcement body, and a judicial body. Without these three types of bodies the law making power of the government system is stifled. The United Nations established the International Court of Justice (ICJ) as part of its charter
, and member nations are bound
 to it as if the decision came from within its own borders. 


Without the ability to be bound by decisions, the effect of any judiciary is minimal. The judiciary is built upon a mutual understanding that parties will be bound by the rulings.
 Even so, the drafters of the Charter knew that there would need to be a fall back plan in case a rouge member nation would not abide by a decision of the ICJ. If an ICJ decision is not followed, the Security Council is able to take action against the member country.
 This is of course a discretionary measure of which the Security Council has no affirmative duty to perform any remedy to enforce the judgment. The prevailing party can be void of a remedy if the council deems it as unnecessary, or there is a conflict of interest within the council itself. 


An example of the nature of an ineffective judiciary is seen in a case that involves a permanent member of the Security Council, with the all important veto power on any Security Council resolution. In Avena
, the ICJ ruled that the United States, a member nation and permanent member of the Security Council, must give Mexican nationals on death row notice of their rights to consular protection or else they are in violation of the Vienna Convention. The United States Supreme Court decided that a state was not directly bound to the decisions of the court.


Without an effective enforcement arm, the decisions of the International Court of Justice can be rendered moot or explicitly overruled by member nations that hold power on the Security Council. When any country can so blatantly ignore a ruling by the court, the view that this court can truly uphold the ideals of justice among the nations and peoples fades in the past. 

The 'P5' Problem


The largest problem built into the structure of the United Nations is the existence of the permanent members of the Security Council and their ability to end any Security Council Resolution with a single veto.
 This structure issue, while necessary to create the support behind the world powers, is a crutch that hampers the effectiveness of the organ. 


The United Nations has consistently failed to address problems that arise from violations of both policy and the court rulings by its five permanent members. As previously addressed, the United States, through its Supreme Court, has effectively declared
 that it does not need to follow the rulings
 of the International Court of Justice. When dealing with a non-permanent member of the Security Council, either the General Assembly or the Secretary General can recommend action by the Security Council. However, when the violating member nation is also a permanent member of the Security Council they can veto any resolution before it is passed. 


This creates a two-tier system of nations, one tier that can violate international law and morality without the fear of sanction or force and the other tier that is beholden to the rules and morality of the world without recourse. This dichotomy is another reason that creates distrust between normal members of the United Nations, and the Permanent Membership of the Security Council.


This type of dual system of governance is seen most recently in the Russian – Georgian Conflict. The ability for Russia to end a sanction against them for alleged or actual violations of international law is clearly an unfair advantage when dealing with smaller nation. The outrage was demonstrated in front of the United Nations headquarters while the conflict was raging. The people who are not fairly represented are the ones who are most disgusted and disgruntled with the current Council System. In the end, the Security Council is only aware of the matter, and is only keeping its peacekeeping efforts, while taking no affirmative action against an aggressor nation. 


This is the problem with the current structure. It will always be unfair to the non-permanent nations when conflicted with the permanent members. 

Reform within the United Nations


The United Nations is in a current attempt to reform itself to retain and rebuild its credibility throughout the world. The effectiveness of reform will be dependent on the new Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. Within his first session as Secretary General, Ki-moon started to address the need for change within the United Nations. 

"Every day we are reminded of the need for a strengthened United Nations, as we face a growing array of new challenges, including humanitarian crises, human rights violations, armed conflicts and important health and environmental concerns. Seldom has the United Nations been called upon to do so much for so many. I am determined to breathe new life and inject renewed confidence into a strengthened United Nations firmly anchored in the twenty-first century, and which is effective, efficient, coherent and accountable." 


The United Nations, through the General Assembly, has set up its reform and actions challenges for the next decade. It has eight goals
 with which it will hope to reshape the world and tackle the most pressing issues of the world. If the goals, which have quantifiable objectives, are met by the appropriate time, it will be one of the largest success stories to date for the United Nations. If the Millennium Development Goals are to succeed, it will take the doubt off the ineffectiveness of the General Assembly, for even without legal power to force nations to comply, they were able to 

A New Sovereignty 


A new model is needed to address the problems associated with a confederate style government system. Currently the member nations retain all of their sovereignty, and often ignore the mandates and goals of the General Assembly if they do not mesh within the local goals of the member nations. In order to fully engage in a worldwide government, the national sovereignty of the members must be displaced by the collective sovereignty of the world when they join or choose to remain in the United Nations. 


This is not a new idea. The United States of America first started as a confederate collection of states, all with independent sovereignty and ability to ignore the collective good that could be accomplished among the many states. This confederation broke down during the time of the American Revolution, and the problems that existed between the states were not fixed after the war was over. The new governing body, recognizing the need for a federal unity and singular voice between the states was instead drafted as a federal union, of which the primary sovereignty was left with the upstream government. 


The problems that exist within the United Nations today, lack of representation, infighting, and corruption, are all problems that were minimized by the federation of the several states in America. If adopted to the Charter, this process would also likely fix the issues with membership not respecting the force of judicial opinions or ignoring the charters mandate for one country to not unduly control the executive bodies.


This idea tends to scare those who have come to appreciate their status as a citizen of their country of origin. It is true that without a national identity it would become more difficult to look outside of the character of a person and the merits of their ideas instead of the preconceived notions about other groups of people from far off lands. It was no less true for the American system of federalization that it is for the world system. It is easier to find an arbitrary difference between yourself and someone else than it is to find common threads of similar thought. 


As with most radical propositions that would eliminate the status quo, the generation gap would still be in effect. With that, those who have lived in the generation of nationalism will be hard pressed to let it go, and will not until the die. The next generation, without the strong roots, will accept it as the status quo. The current leadership of the Security Council will also not likely go along with a stripping of its power for a more democratic power. As Professor Andrew Strauss suggests
, a movement from the people within the United Nations may create the ability to reform the Charter without absolute approval from permanent membership.


The problems with the current system are more than apparent. It continues to this day with the permanent membership of the Security Council, and cannot be allowed to continue for much longer. Without the relinquishing of national sovereignty, nations will still be free to ignore the International Law and skirt around the grasp of justice.  The longer the tiered system of sovereignty is in place, the more distrust the second tier nations that build for the charter membership. 


What is needed is an incremental approach to releasing national sovereignty. Implementing change through slow and systematic redesign of the charter may alleviate the tendency to feel squeamish about direct change. A world wide economic model should be used as the tools to implement the policy are already built into the United Nations and its organs and agencies. This also decreases the likelihood of a direct attack the idea by the permanent five membership. 


If people, not nations, were truly equal players, they would be more likely to help contribute to promoting the general health of the world wide economy. The problems, which exist today between nations, are ones of borders and access to goods.

Economic Unity


The most powerful tool that the proponents of significant amendments to the charter wield is that of economic prosperity and security. The best way to insure local economic security to promote large scale global trade. Currently, most industrialized nations has strong ties within the global community while the poorest nations have been left out of the global marketplace, or worse, become economic slaves.


The World Bank currently regulates the currencies by creating reserves of worldwide currencies. It is controlled by its member nations. The problem with its current structure is that it relies on voluntary membership and contributions by its more prominent members. What this creates is the ability for the more powerful nations to control the financial prospects of the more up and coming nations. When nations who have been traditionally powerless attempt to shape world policy, they are usually discounted as being too nave for policy discussion. This system is more oligarchic in form than a traditional democratic body. 


If the World Bank and its subsidiaries were instead run by a complete collection of nations instead of the current elite, the smaller economies around the world would be able to help influence policy that could help them grow into a more relevant player. Leveling of the market is not inherently bad for one country, as the primary goal of the United Nations is to prevent war, and becoming equal partners in trade is one of the most successful ways to combat the need for war.  


The other aspect of a more democratic Banking operation would be prevention of large-scale problems within the global financial markets. The World Bank should be regulating fair trade and monitor credit abuse among nations with historical problems of abuse. Without more oversight, the problems associated with fully free markets will continue to exist. 


Right now, the need for a change in leadership of the world wide financial sectors has become apparent. Even as we speak, more and more banks and institutions are failing due to poor practice and lack of openness and accountability. This would also be minimized if all nations were encouraged to become apart of the policy process. Without more openness in the world markets, the mistakes of the past will be repeated, and those who are not privy to decision-making process will again fail along with those who made the mistakes. 

Conclusion


While the United Nations have a rich history of success around the world, there is a bitterness toward the organization due to its problems with effectiveness and ability to act as a governor amongst its member nations and more so, its member peoples. With each passing year, and each passing conflict which cannot be addressed within the current limitations of the organization, the world wide mood slips closer to demanding a radical change or giving up the United Nations all together. 


The idea that national sovereignty is a foregone conclusion is becoming less true with each passing year. Even as we speak the nations of the world are getting closer to shaking off the geographic borders that were given to them by the fathers and mothers and becoming citizens of the world. 


The failure within the structure of the United Nations will give an opportunity to change the power from that which is isolated in the western world and create a new power which is shared among all people. People will not allow nations to violate the good will and morals of the world because they hold an outdated veto power. The people of the disenfranchised nations will ignore the United Nations and the Courts, just as the charter members do. Without respect for the law, the law is worth nothing. 


The people have stopped believing in the ability of the United Nations to affect change for the world because of the ability for influential countries to force their will on smaller countries. This dual status amongst the membership of the United Nations has created a bitterness that has soured the great successes by which the United Nations is built. It is a shame for great accomplishments to be overshadowed by petty political problems.  


It is now apparent that the real power will be coming from the economic future that will need to be invested into the United Nations. Tying people together through economic stability will be the crutch that is necessary to shake off nation state war and create a more intertwined world. 


The new structure of the United Nations should be based around exclusive involvement within its member nations, and power should be circulated through economic means rather than military ones. The key to a future without war is to become dependent upon one and another, so that no country, no peoples, may exist without the interaction of others. This should be the goal of any change, to help continue the tradition of peace between nations and people. 
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